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LOCAL TEAM MEETS WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL ALBERTO R. GONZALES,
ENHANCES STRATEGIES TO COMBAT GANG VIOLENCE AND GUN CRIMES

U.S. Attorney Colantuono and Twelve Local Representatives Attend Conference

CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE - Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales this week
brought together over 1,300 federal, state and local prosecutors, law enforcement officials,
community leaders and other members of the Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) teams from
across the nation to discuss efforts to reduce and prosecute gun crime. More than 12 local
representatives participated in the fourth PSN national conference in Denver, sharing successful
strategies for combating gun crime and gang violence. The Bush Administration has devoted
more than $1.6 billion to PSN since 2001, including nearly $40 million that will be distributed to
local task forces this year.

“Project Safe Neighborhoods is a street-level partnership that helps local leaders solve
local problems,” said Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. “Through this program, law
enforcement at every level supports innovative strategies to combat gun crime and gang violence
in communities across America.”

“The Project Safe Neighborhoods strategy for combating gun crime involves five
elements: partnerships, strategic planning, training, outreach and accountability. Part of my job
as U.S. Attorney is to work side by side with local law enforcement and other officials to tailor
the PSN strategy to fit the unique gun crime problems here in New Hampshire. PSN also
ensures that law enforcement officers and prosecutors have the training necessary to make the
program work,” remarked U.S. Attorney Tom Colantuono.

Since combating gang-violence can only be done by working in partnership with state
and local law enforcement and community organizations, the Attorney General directed each
U.S. Attorney to convene a Gang Prevention Summit in his or her district designed to explore
additional opportunities in the area of gang prevention. These summits are to be held in the next
eight months and will bring together law enforcement and community leaders to discuss best
practices, identify gaps in services, and create a prevention plan to target at-risk youth within
their individual communities.

The Attorney General announced that the Department of Justice released nearly $30
million in grant assistance to support state and local anti-gang efforts of PSN task forces across



the country. Locally, $121,955 has been allocated to support enforcement and prevention
efforts to combat violent gangs under PSN. In addition, the Department will award $10 million
across the country to support PSN efforts to fight gun crime that is not necessarily gang-related.

These efforts will complement additional Department programs, such as the Attorney
General’s Comprehensive Anti-Gang Initiative, which has allocated a total of $15 million to
fund comprehensive prevention, enforcement and re-entry efforts in six sites: Los Angeles,
Tampa, Cleveland, Dallas/Ft. Worth, Milwaukee, and the “222 Corridor,” between Easton and
Lancaster in Pennsylvania.

PSN conference training topics range from enforcement strategies to remove violent gang
members and gun criminals from the streets, to school violence prevention programs, and
building community partnerships. The strength of PSN continues to be its strategic mix of
federal, state and local agencies and community leaders focused on law enforcement and crime
prevention. Prosecutors pursue the strongest possible punishment for those who violate firearms
statutes, while community partners aggressively educate their constituents about consequence of
illegal gun violence and gang activity through services and resources provided by PSN.

For more information, please visit the PSN website at www.psn.gov.
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